
 

 

FRAMINGHAM EARL PARISH 

COUNCIL MEETING 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 

Tuesday 1st July 2025 at 7.00pm at The Methodist 

Church 

Present:  

Cllr Dave Todd – presiding (DT), Cllr Rodney Aldis (RA), Cllr Louise Bishop (LB), Cllr 

Libby Cook (LC), Cllr Steven Peet (SP), Cllr Trevor Spruce (TS), Paul Stanley (PS) and 

Jennifer Parker (JP) – Tree Wardens, County Cllr Vic Thomson (VT), District Cllr Nicola 

Fowler (NF), District Cllr John Overton (JO) and Yvonne Wonnacott – Parish Clerk (YW).  

 

Apologies:  

Cllr Jane Walker (JW). 

 

Members of the Public:  

None. 

 

2025/018 Chair’s welcome (to include any apologies for absence for approval) 

Chair welcomed all attendees to meeting. Apologies received and approved from Cllr 

Walker. 

 

2025/019 To receive declarations of interest 

None. 

 

2025/020 To approve a time limit for the meeting 

All agreed to aim for meeting to finish by 8.15pm. 

2025/021 To agree minutes of the Annual Parish Council (PC) meeting held 6th May 

2025  

Cllr Bishop proposed minutes of the Annual PC meeting held 6th May 2025 as previously 

circulated to be agreed as correct, seconded by Cllr Spruce, and unanimously agreed. Minutes 

signed by Chair. 

2025/022 Matters arising from the minutes of the Annual PC meeting held 6th May 

2025 

Funding initiative to support bus shelter installations across Norfolk 

As per minute reference 2025/015, Chair raised with County Cllr Thomson possibility of a 

bus shelter on Hall Road, County Cllr Thomson checking criteria and establishing if site 

would be feasible. 

 

2025/023 Adjournment for public participation 

None. 

 

2025/024 County/District Councillors report(s) 

 



 

 

 

 

Noted report from County Cllr Thomson as previously circulated. County Cllr Thomson 

provided overview to meeting, key points summarised as follows. 

- Norfolk County Council’s (NCC’s) cabinet selected a single unitary council as its 

preferred option, this will be developed into a detailed proposal and submitted to the 

Government in September. 

- With more people heading outdoors, Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service is asking the 

public to be vigilant and report fires quickly. Simple steps residents can take to help 

reduce the risk of wildfire include: 

o Not using portable barbecues, which can accidentally set light to the ground 

and escalate quickly. 

o Safely disposing of smoking materials such as cigarettes and matches, 

ensuring they are fully out. 

o Disposing of rubbish in bins or taking it home. Glass bottles can pose a fire 

risk when discarded due to sunlight on the glass. 

- The brand-new Norwich Park & Ride service has launched with a number of key 

enhancements for residents and visitors to enjoy. 

- NCC’s annual spring and summer road surface dressing programme will see 

Norfolk’s roads get a new seal to help prevent potholes forming and extending the life 

of roads with a new skid-resistant surface to reduce the risk of accidents.  

- NCC has issued fines totalling £685,000 in a year for non-compliant roadworks as 

part of its ongoing efforts to reduce the impact of roadworks upon Norfolk’s 

communities. 

- Since April last year, NCC has been collaborating with mobile analysts Streetwave by 

using devices in some waste collection vehicles to survey the quality of mobile 

network coverage from the four main UK providers: EE, O2, Three and Vodafone. 

- Norfolk Trails map. 

Question raised had there been an increase in fly tipping incidents since the recycling centres 

introduced a booking system. County Cllr Thomson advised there had been no significant 

increase. Concerns expressed as to how lengthy the booking process was, recommend use of 

autofill and reviewing the relevance of questions, in addition mobile phone survey needs to 

be looked at from a “user” perspective. Noted that exit route for customers leaving the shop 

could be problematic due to joining the queue of users waiting to visit the recycling centre 

and who were on time constraints because of pre-booked time slots.  

 

District Cllr Overton provided brief report to meeting. Two items to report on, summarised as 

follows. 

- Sorting office at Framingham Earl closes end of July, this will be moving to 

Roundtree Way. Question raised if there was a FAQ (frequently asked questions) plan 

in place for residents to explain what was happening and the implications of the 

move. District Cllr Overton to raise with Post Office – JO. Chair to produce draft 

FAQ and email to District Cllr Overton for input, FAQ’s then to be posted on social 

media platform – DT/JO. 

- Complaints received with regards to the number of estate agents’ signs placed around 

the village that are advertising events. District Cllr Overton has raised this issue with 

NCC Highways, as laws are in place which govern the placement of estate agent 

signage. 

 



 

 

District Cllr Fowler provided brief report to meeting. Two items to report on, summarised as 

follows. 

- The South Norfolk Working Party looking at Local Government Reform are still 

going through the process of drawing together information for a more detailed 

business proposal backing the two unitary authority model, which will be submitted in 

September.  

- Councillor Deborah Sacks is the new Chair of South Norfolk DC. We think it is the 

first time that a member of the Labour Party has been appointed as Chair of the 

Council. Cllr Sacks’ chosen charity for the year is the Ted Ellis Trust as she is keen to 

emphasise our countryside in South Norfolk and environmental issues.  

District Cllr Thomson advised two milestones had been located within Poringland, trying to 

find the third milestone. Poringland and District Men’s Shed will be undertaking refurbishing 

works to milestones. 

 

2025/025 Finance matters 

Finance and admin report 

Finance and admin report with financial summaries unanimously approved. 

Expenditure for approval/to be noted, as per Finance and admin report 

Following items of expenditure were formally noted and/or approved. 

- Parish Clerk net pay June @ £598.32, includes 9.5 hours worked at Summer Fair 

- Parish Clerk gross pay, July, August & September @ £474.76 per month 

- Parish Clerk pension, Norfolk Pension Fund, July, August & September @ £109.19 

per month 

- Amberol Ltd @ £170.00+ vat, planter as previously agreed 

- Reimbursement to Clerk @ £25.00, garden voucher donated to raffle, Summer Fair 

- Parish Clerk expenses, May @ £28.27, includes £0.71 vat 

- HMRC, quarter 1, Parish Clerk @ £75.80 (£52.00 NIC employer & £23.80 income 

tax) 

- Roberts & Son @ £68.00 + vat 

- Parish Clerk expenses, June, @ £22.76 

Internal auditor 

Noted that former internal auditor was unable to commit to carrying out internal audit for 

current financial year, PC approved for Parish Clerk to engage services of C Bailey, an 

internal auditor who was recommended by fellow Clerk – YW. 

CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) 

Agreed to be covered later in meeting. 

 

2025/026 Planning 

Applications for consideration 

None. 

Application responses submitted 

2025/1601, Framingham Earl High School – PC responded no comment on this application, 

than we would request that the current hedge is retained. 

2025/1687, Framingham Earl High School. Partly culvert a 0.188 km long ditch which runs 

through the centre of the proposed playing field to provide additional sports pitches. PC 

responded, “no comment.” Noted some concerns were expressed by residents on Cedar Road 

on the Earlsmead estate about the development of the new playing fields by the High School. 



 

 

However, we believe that they mistakenly thought that the existing ditch was being filled in 

when, in fact, it is being culverted. 

2025/1580, Land Adjacent to Framingham House, 58 Long Road, Approval of Condition 

Details. In line with PC’s Biodiversity policy and adoption of CPRE Norfolk standard light 

pollution clause, responded recommending any outdoor lights should be directed downwards 

in order to minimise light pollution. Noted Condition was approved, PC subsequently written 

to developer asking if they would consider the use of downlighting. 

   

2025/027 Administrative updates 

Governance documents 

IT policy:  Draft IT policy as previously circulated approved, with two minor amendments to 

item number 13. To be formally adopted with immediate effect – YW. 

Biodiversity policy: Agreed to adopt amended policy as previously circulated to include 

previous agreement to adopt the CPRE Norfolk standard light pollution clause – YW. Noted 

Cllr Aldis had been in contact with both Defra and Ben Goldsborough MP for South Norfolk 

in relation to biodiversity matters. Chair suggested District Council, Planning Department 

should consider managing lighting and the subsequent biodiversity implications as part of 

their planning process. District Cllr Thomson to look if this could be taken into consideration 

as part of the planning system – VT.  

Parish Clerk email address 

As previously agreed at Annual May meeting, new gov.uk domain name and one free 

mailbox at no cost to PC set up for Parish Clerk with Parish Online in conjunction with 

NPTS, new email not currently in use. 

 

2025/028 Environmental matters 

The Dell 

As previously agreed, PC has engaged Poringland & District Men’s shed to make the 

following. 

• 1 x tawny owl box 

• 2 x blue tit boxes  

• 2 x great tit boxes 

• 2 x bat boxes 

Agreed PC to ask The Fringe Project to install these boxes. Working party to take place 

morning of Saturday 27th September. Agreed engagement of Ravencroft Tree Services Ltd to 

undertake a tree risk assessment/survey at cost of £325.00 + vat. Parish Clerk to engage 

Ravencroft services – YW.  

Gull Lane  

Chair trying to set up meeting with Crown Point Estate to obtain update with regards to 

previously agreed remedial works to footpath entrance off Gull Lane – DT. Noted surface 

water conditions at bottom of Gull Lane had improved but still experiencing problems with 

regards to surface water/drainage at top of Gull Lane/Yelverton Road. 

Roundabout 

Noted order placed for one planter. Agreed once received to plant up, review and liaise with 

Poringland Parish Council with view to obtaining additional planters through S106 funds. 

Tree Wardens and Footpath Warden 

Tree Wardens provided report to meeting key points summarised as follows. 

- Explored social media with view of future posts in relation to biodiversity and trees. 

- Met up with former Tree Warden undertaking informal interview to obtain ideas. 



 

 

- Noted several trees on Gull Lane had been marked with red paint, Tree Wardens to 

investigate further – PS/JP. Parish Clerk to take photo and send to County Cllr 

Thomson -YW. 

- Tree Wardens to contact Crown Point Estate to enquire if they would be able to visit 

the arboretum situated there – PS/JP. Chair to provide contact details – DT. 

- Tree Wardens to contact local parishioner to ask if they would be willing to meet and 

share their knowledge of the trees within the parish - PS/JP. 

- Made contact with various parties including person at District Council who looks after 

all the Tree Wardens in South Norfolk. 

Matter of the unauthorised BMX track situated in the woods of Spur Lane was raised. 

Concerns expressed with regards to the damage that had been incurred to the trees, levels of 

rubbish, liability issues and that track had increased in size. Chair advised that both the 

landowner, Police and Framingham Earl High School (FEHS) were aware of this track. Chair 

to raise again with both landowner and Police – DT. 

 

2025/029 Summer Fair 

Chair provided summary to meeting. Event was well attended. Poringland PC is producing a 

de-brief document, when available will circulate to full PC. One of the main points of interest 

will be how well the parish council-run events, principally the bar, performed. In previous 

years these had been undertaken by external providers. Feedback was provided to meeting as 

follows. 

- Some stall holders had expressed that they felt the pitches were too crowded and there 

was not enough passing trade.  

- Comment made that there was a poor number of Poringland PC in attendance as 

volunteers on the day. 

- Suggested summer fair was postponed for 2026, with one year’s break to generate 

more interest for 2027. 

Chair to pass feedback to Poringland PC – DT. 

 

2025/030 Correspondence and consultations 

Invitation to join CPRE Norfolk Anti Mega Solar Alliance 

Agreed PC not to join alliance at present time, but to monitor what the alliance does and to 

review later if deemed necessary. 

Developer correspondence, Land adjacent to 58 Long Road 

Noted PC’s response to District Council (DC) and developer of suggested road name of 

“Sutton Close.,” in line with recent custom in the area of naming roads after local servicemen 

who have died serving their country. With the houses being built in the 80th anniversary year 

marking the end of WW2, identified Martin Sutton from the parish from WW2. As requested 

by DC posted an article on Facebook page providing some background information and our 

recommendation to name the road after Martin Sutton, asking if you, or someone you know, 

has family connections to Martin or Olive Gladys Sutton to contact the PC. To-date no-one 

has come forward. In addition, wrote to one Sutton that was listed on the electoral register.  
FEHS CAF bid 

FEHS are proposing creating an outdoor classroom for school and community use. They have 

applied for a CAF grant of £15,000 but they need at least £21,000. They have bridged some 

of the gap from the school budget and the Friends of the School but are looking at additional 

sources of funding. Agreed that in principle PC would donate £1,000 from CIL, Chair to 

advise FEHS of decision – DT. Chair asked District Cllr Overton if he could request 

Poringland PC have an agenda item to consider supporting bid – JO. 

Framingham Earl Sports Centre 



 

 

Cllr Peet briefed meeting of proposed future project to expand the community leisure 

provision. 

Poringland and District Women’s Shed 

County Cllr Thomson advised of project running to raise funds to build Women’s Shed. 

 

2025/031 Date of next meeting, 7th October 2025, and items to be considered for 

agenda 

Noted. Councillors to notify Parish Clerk of any items for agenda – ALL. 

 

2025/032 Chair’s urgent business 

Litter pick 

Parish Clerk to chase litter pick monies – YW. 

The Great Collaboration 

Gathering and sharing good practice in reducing carbon emissions, adapting to change, and 

nature recovery to support biodiversity. To research further – RA/YW.  

Biodiversity posters  

Noted posters design by local schoolboy to create awareness on biodiversity. Agreed posters 

could be included on website, 5+ magazine, newsletter, and noticeboards. Agreed two 

aluminium composite posters would require frames for protection and suggested these could 

be situated at The Dell and village green. 

Plants, village green 

Chair advised that parishioners who currently water plants at village green had advised that 

they wanted to hand over this responsibility back to the PC in the near future. PC to consider 

move to more tolerant planting in future.  

 

Meeting closed 8.30pm.  

 

Minutes prepared by Yvonne Wonnacott, Parish Clerk, 03/07/25 

 

 

Approved: 

 

Date: 


