Framingham Earl Parish Council

Dear Framingham Earl Resident

Summer 2026

Welcome to this newsletter from Framingham Earl Parish Council. We used to provide regular articles in the
5+ Magazine, but this ceased publication at the end of 2025. We are therefore delivering this newsletter to all
the homes in the village to keep residents informed of some of the current activities of your local parish

council. We plan to provide these updates twice a year.

The newsletter is being delivered by your local parish councillors. They are all volunteers and represent the
community by working with the district and county councils to ensure services are delivered and that residents’
views are taken into consideration. You can find out who the councillors are and what we do on our website.
It can be found at https.//www.framinghameariparishcouncil.gov.uk

Current activities

The dog bin on the village green is broken and we
are in the process of replacing this. There are a
number of dog bins in the village and they cost the
parish council around £750
each year to have emptied. If
you are a dog owner, please
use these bins. Unattended
dog waste can pose serious
health risks to both humans
and animals and by cleaning
up after your dog, you protect
the health of the community,
show consideration for others, and help maintain a
pleasant village environment. Please help us keep
our village clean and safe and use the dog bins
provided.
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Volunteers have been working our way around the
vilage with a hand-held pressure washer and

cleaning the road and bus stop signs. We
completed this task last month but if you think there
is something we have missed, let us know.

Later in the year, working with Poringland Parish
Council, we will be installing some planters on
railings on the roads surrounding the roundabout
on the B1332. We will be using some grant money
from the district council and some funding from
local builders so that there will be no additional cost
to local residents.

The aim is to add some colour and biodiversity to
the village,
especially in a
location where so
many people
regularly pass.

We would love to
have some
volunteers to help
water and maintain
the plants so if you
are interested in
helping, please let
us know. The more
people who can
help us, the better the flower and plant displays
will be.

Local Government Reorganisation

The government plans to create three new councils
across the whole of Norfolk, replacing all the
existing councils. Framingham Earl (as well as
Poringland and Framingham Pigot) would become
part of the new Greater Norwich council. Other
local parishes such as Stoke Holy Cross and
Brooke would be part of the newly created East
Norfolk  council.
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Highways

The parish council has campaigned for many years
for a reduction in the speed limit on Long Road
and Pigot Lane to bring
them into line with all the
other roads in the vicinity
and, more importantly, for
the safety of motorists,
cyclists and pedestrians.
Norfolk County Council
agree with the proposal to
reduce the limit but at the
time of writing there are no
funds allocated for the implementation. We shall
continue to lobby vigorously for the funds to be
made available to enable this long overdue
measure.

We have also written to Anglian Water to complain
about the frequent repairs to the water main in
Long Road. They have indicated that they have no
plans to renew the pipe to prevent future problems,
but we shall keep trying to persuade them that a
complete replacement is the long-term economic
solution and reiterate how frustrating their frequent
road closures are to residents.

Planning

We are always consulted about new planning
applications, although the ultimate responsibility for
deciding what happens is with South Norfolk
District Council.

The most significant current application we have is
for a large number of houses near the Octagon
Barn. We have objected to this and you can see all
the documentation at the planning portal of South
Norfolk - it is reference  2025/3955.
(https://www.southnorfolkandbroadland.gov.uk/pla
nning/planning-applications)

Other current applications that may be of interest
include those for a new classroom block at the

R —— High school and the
expansion of the
adjacent sports
centre. This £5m
investment will create
a new 40-station gym,
a multi-use studio and
a 3G pitch. At present,
public use of the sports centre is restricted to
outside of school hours but the new facilities will be
open to all during the day. The plan is to start this
work in Autumn. There will be a new entrance
created for the public (near the current location of
the speed camera) and a new car park too.

Footpaths

We are not responsible for the local footpaths but
do report problems to the relevant authorities. We
are anticipating some repairs soon to the footpath
between Yelverton Road and Gull Lane which has
become difficult to pass in wet weather due to
erosion at the northern end.

Do remember that some
paths that people
customarily use are not
designated as public
footpaths or may just be
permissive ones. You can
see the official footpaths at

https://maps.norfolk.gov. uk/higways

Some pavements in the village have hedgerow or
tree encroachment which can make it difficult for
pedestrians to pass. It is almost always the
responsibility of homeowners whose property is
next to the pavement to keep them cut back. We
will be writing to some residents in the autumn (at
the end of the bird-nesting season) to ask them to
cut back hedgerows where we notice the most
significant issues.

Get in Touch

We are always looking for local residents to
volunteer to help us look after the village. We have
working parties to help tidy up the Dell at the top of
Pigot Lane, people to help us collect litter and we
will need help looking after the new planters by the
roundabout as well as the flowers on the village
green. However, we would welcome more help as
it tends to be the same small number of people who
shoulder this responsibility. If anyone would like to
help us — and for any other questions about the
items in this newsletter, please get in touch.

Our clerk’s email is
clerk@framinghameariparishcouncil.gov.uk and
you can leave her a message on 01508 493134.

You can find out lots more about who we are and
what we do on our website at

https.//www.framinghameariparishcouncil.gov.uk
and you can also look us up on Facebook and X.

We hope you’ve appreciated the information in
this newsletter but if there is anything you would
like to see included in the Winter edition, please
let us know.
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